
News: 

The 2009 Tennessee State Re-

port Card was released this past 

month.  Surgoinsville Middle 

School’s Science department 

received the only “A” in achieve-

ment in the county out of all 17 

schools in the 4 different subject 

areas.  I would like to commend 

Mr. Dykes, Mr. Scism, Mr. 

Beggs and Ms. Nantz for their 

teaching efforts in the class-

room.  We are very proud of this 

distinction in our school system. 

Additionally, we increased our 

percentage of proficient and 

advanced students in Reading 

and Language Arts from 89% in 

2007-2008 to 92% in 2008-2009. 

We increased our % of proficient 

and advanced students in 

Mathematics from 91% in 2007-

2008 to 92% in 2008-2009. 

Our 8th grade writing scores 

increased from 4.1 in 2007-2008 

to 4.3 in 2008-2009 to achieve a 

letter grade of an A. 

Our Social Studies Department 

received a B in achievement 

which was the highest grade in 

the county for Social Studies. 

Even with the accomplishments 

listed above, we are committed 

to working hard in order to im-

prove. 

In the subject areas of Math and 

Language Arts, Surgoinsville 

Middle School has implemented 

the ThinkLink learning assess-

ment program designed by Van-

derbilt University.   The forma-

tive assessment program is de-

signed to improve K-12 learning 

and performance. 

During the course of the year, 

three benchmark tests will be 

administered to assess student 

progress prior to taking the 

TCAP tests.  The benefits of the 

ThinkLink learning include the 

following: 

 Teachers can quickly and 

accurately identify problem 

skills. 

 Use research-based data to 

revise instruction, enhance 

learning and improve 

scores on the TCAP tests. 

 Monitor progress during 

the year and improve AYP 

(adequate yearly progress) 

status. 

One other advantage to the 

ThinkLink learning program is 

that students can also view their 

own progress and are more fully 

engaged in the learning process. 

At this point, we have adminis-

tered one series of Math and 

Language Arts tests.  If you 

have an interest in viewing your 

child’s results, please contact 

your child’s math or language 

arts teacher, and they will 

gladly share this information 

with you. 

Lastly, the SMS Tutoring Pro-

gram is under way.  Tutoring 

will take place every Tuesday 

(5th and 6th grade) and Thursday 

(7th and 8th grade) after school 

from 3:30-4:30pm with Mr. 

Beggs. 

The tutoring sessions are struc-

tured for the students to work 

on grade-level skills in the areas 

of Language Arts and Mathe-

matics as well as completing 

homework assignments. 

For additional information re-

garding the SMS tutoring pro-

gram, please contact Mr. Beggs 

at 345-2252 between the hours 

of 

Music, Choir, & Beginning 

Band: 

The Choir concert is Tuesday, 

December 15, at 8:30 and 9:45 

in the Little Theater.  Parents 

are welcome at either perform-

ance.  Each grade will be per-

forming two tone-chime pieces 

and the entire choir will be 

singing three pieces.  The band 

Christmas concert is Monday, 

December 14th at 7:00 in the 

VHS Little Theater.  This year’s 

play, The Big Bad Musical , is 

under way and will be per-

formed at the end of February.                     

4-H:   

Thanks to all who participated 

in the speech contest.   The 5th 

grade blue ribbon winners 

were:  Billy Horne, Hannah 

Nantz, Braylee Polson, Tiera 

Wilson, Devin Manis, and 

Malory Fobber.  The 6th grade 

winners were Alex Harp and 

Makala Lindsey.  They will 

compete in the countywide 

competition on December 17 at 

6:30 here at Surgoinsville Mid-

dle School.   
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December 1:    Progress reports go home 

                      SMS vs. Holston, 5:00, VG/VB 

December 3     SMS vs. Blountville, 5:00 VG/VB 

December 7:    SMS at Sullivan, 5:00, VG/VB 

December 8:    SMS at Rogersville City, 6:30, VG/VB 

December 10:  SMS vs. Bluff City, 5:00, VG/VB 

December 11:  SMS at Church Hill, 1:30, VG/VB 

December 14:  SMS vs. Holston Valley, 5:00, VG/VB 

December 15:  SMS at Rogersville City, 5:00, JVG/JVB 

December 17:  SMS at Mary Hughes, 5:00, VG/VB 

December 18:  3rd six weeks end. Classes dismiss-11:30 am. CHRISTMAS VACATION BEGINS. 

December 28:  JV Christmas tournament at Bulls Gap, 5:00, JVG/JVB 

January 4:      No school for students—Staff development day 

January 5:      Classes resume from Christmas break—full day of school. 

7th grade students have been studying 

poetry and short stories by Edgar 

Allan Poe.  Our studies have included 

“The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Raven” 

as well as understanding literary terms 

such as alliteration, internal rhyme, 

repetition, and tone.  We will continue 

our study of poetry in January.   

Annuals are still on sale.  The 

cost is $35.00 or a deposit of 

$17.50 now, and the remain-

ing is due upon arrival.  See 

Mrs. Seal for more information.   



This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as 

a promotional tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing materi-

als, such as press releases, market 

studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your product 

or service, the key to a successful news-

letter is making it useful to your read-

ers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and write 

your own articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a 

special offer that pro-

motes a new product. 

You can also research 

articles or find “filler” 

articles by accessing 

the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a 

variety of topics but try 

to keep your articles 

short. 

Much of the content 

you put in your news-

letter can also be used for your Web 

site. Microsoft Publisher offers a simple 

way to convert your 

newsletter to a Web 

publication. So, when 

you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site 

and post it. 

Inside Story Headline 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands 

of clip art images from which you can 

choose and import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you can use 

to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place 

it close to the article. Be sure to place 

the caption of the image near the im-

age. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an im-

portant part of adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask your-

self if the picture supports or enhances 

the message you’re trying to convey. 

Avoid selecting images that appear to 

be out of context. 

Inside Story Headline 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

business. Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that 

is updated every issue, for instance, an 

advice column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an editorial. You 

can also profile new employees or top 

customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on cur-

rent technologies or innovations in your 

field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions 

for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-

nally, you might comment upon new 

procedures or improvements to the 

Inside Story Headline 

“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 



This would be a good place to insert a 

short paragraph about your organization. 

It might include the purpose of the or-

ganization, its mission, founding date, 

and a brief history. You could also in-

clude a brief list of the types of prod-

ucts, services, or programs your organi-

zation offers, the geographic area cov-

ered (for example, western U.S. or Euro-

pean markets), and a profile of the 

types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a con-

tact name for readers who want more 

information about the organization. 

Organization 

Primary Business Address 
Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 

Business Name 

ing of those here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other forms of com-

munication that you’ve created for your 

organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every third Tues-

day of the month, or a biannual charity 

auction. 

If space is available, this is a good place 

to insert a clip art image or some other 

graphic. 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 
E-mail: someone@example.com 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, 

it’s a good idea to make it easy to read 

at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a good 

way to quickly capture the attention of 

readers. You can either compile ques-

tions that you’ve received since the last 

edition or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are frequently 

asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all em-

ployees. 

If you have any prices of standard prod-

ucts or services, you can include a list-

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Inside Story Headline 

Your business tag line here. 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 


