
 

 

  

BearCub Bits! 

  
Dear Joseph Rogers Primary Parents/Guardians: 
 
 We are keeping our fingers crossed that winter can’t 
last too much longer!!  The teachers are working extremely hard 
to catch up on work missed over the snow days.  Any kind of 
support you can give at home will be greatly appreciated.  Be 
sure to take a look at the “Week in a Peek” to see what your 
child could be working on at home.  Of course, any kind of 
reading done at home will greatly benefit your child.    
 
 Please be sure to schedule a conference with your 
child’s teacher on Tuesday, March 2, 2010.  I encourage you to 
speak with your child’s teacher about any concerns or questions 
you may have about your child’s progress.  Parent/teacher 
communication is so important to your child’s success at school.  
We will be happy to work around your schedule to accommodate 
you, so just let your child’s teacher know if another day works 
better for you.   
 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Jones 
 

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if 
we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would 
not be so welcome.  

 Anne Bradstreet  
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Attendance Average for Fourth Six Weeks 
 
 

91.61% 
 

Remember to be in the drawing for attendance prizes you 
must: Be here, Be on time, and stay all day! 
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      Important Dates: 

February 24 - End of 4
th

 Six Weeks 
March 1 – 5 - PTO sponsored Book Fair - Library 
March 1  - Report Cards 
March 2  -  Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss – wear  
                                                     your pajamas to school! 
    Guest Readers – Grandparents! 
                                                     Parent/Teacher Conferences  
                                                           3:15-6:15 p.m. 
March 4   - Spring pictures                                                             
March 9  - Terrific Tuesday – 3:15 – 5:00 p.m.   
March 11  -                Professional Services Appreciation  
                                                     Day 
March 15 -19 -                 SPRING BREAK (We hope) 
March 24                -                  Muffins for Moms 7:15-8:00 a.m. 
March 25  - Second Grade Cap and Gown  
                                                     Pictures 
April 2  - Good Friday (No School) 
April 5 - 9  -  Dental Sealants provided by Health  
                                                      Department 
April 6  - Terrific Tuesday 3:15 – 5:00 p.m. 
April 7  - Group Pictures 
April 8  - End of 5

th
 Six Weeks 

                   Administrative/Support Staff        
                                                       Appreciation Day 
 
 

 
 
CHILD FIND                        
            
Local school systems provide services for special needs 
 children and young adults, ages 3years to 21 years, who  
reside within the system’s district. If you have or know  
children who are currently not being served, please 
 contact the Hawkins County Special Education 
 Department at 272-2168. 
 
 

 
JRP UPDATES 

 
Thanks to federal funding provided by Title I, every 

classroom at Joseph Rogers Primary School now has a 
Promethean Board!!   We are so excited that every student in 
our school will benefit from this technology.  Please ask your 
child how the Promethean Board is being used in the classroom, 
and let them tell you all about it! 

 
Family Movie Night was so much fun!  We appreciate 

our families who participated and came out to join us on a very 
cold evening.  We watched the movie “Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatball.”  Follow-up activities were provided for parents to do 
with their children at home.  Teachers served up popcorn and 
drinks and students received a free homework pass!! 

 
 
PTO News.. 
 
Our next book fair is scheduled for Feb. 26-March 9, 2010 in the 
school library. We need volunteers to help with setup and take down 
as well as working during the days of the book fair. If you are 
available to help, please contact Tabitha Amyx, PTO President by 
emailing her at jrppto@gmail.com  

Thank you for all you do! 

http://www.hck12.net/district/tech/webdesign/educational_pics/educ-024.gif
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Preschool Press 

During the fourth six weeks, preschool students will learn  

about the nursery rhyme “Little Boy Blue”; colors blue and  

pink, as well as the letters C, E, Y, and G. Preschool topics  

will include Snowy Days/Winter Time and Things That Are  

Cold.  Children will learn about seasons of the year and  

weather.  Children will describe temperature by using terms 

 such as cool/cold or warm/hot.   Lessons will also incorporate  

sorting objects into categories (ex: Things That Are 

 Cold & Household Items).  Preschool math skills will include  

shapes (rectangle, circle, square, & triangle) and concepts  

of time (yesterday/today/tomorrow).  Children will  

practice counting groups of objects 1 to 5.   

 

Catherine Cradic 

Preschool Teacher 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

      First Grade Rocks 

 

The New Year has “Rocked & Rolled” into the fourth 6 weeks with a 

WINTERY BLAST!  It has been a challenge for students and staff 

to stay focused with all the attention to the weather.  There have 

been a lot less grades for the fourth marking period.  Please have 

your child read, practice sight words, and math facts on those days 

at home.    

 

Vowel sound combinations continue to be a challenge. Please 

practice and make sure your child knows all the long & short 

vowel sounds.  We will work on vowel combinations with the 

long a, e, and o sounds in the fifth 6 weeks.  Sail and may are 

examples of long a words. Beam has the long e sound and boat 

and row have the long o sound. These skills are in the Week-in-

the –Peek each week. 

Time, money, and calendar activities will be emphasized this 

six weeks.  Children will need to tell time by the hour, half 

hour, and the quarter hour using a digital and face clock 

(analog).  All coins will need to be identified and children should 

know how much they are worth.  He/she will need to know how 

to count the value of a set of coins up to $.50.  An example 

would be if a nickel, penny and a quarter were displayed.  The 

child would start with the largest coin and add the next largest 

and continue until all coins have been added together. 

In science, we will discuss dental health.  In social studies, we 

will learn about other cultures as we read stories from around 

the world. As you can see, it will be another busy six weeks.  

Many thanks for your help and encouragement at home.  First 

graders often need to hear that they can do the task if they try, 

a lot like the “Little Engine That Could.” 

 

Kindergarten news… 
 
WOW!   Can you believe we only have two six weeks of 
kindergarten left!  We still have lots to learn and hope that 
you will continue to take the time to make reading an 
important part of your child’s daily homework routine.  Also 
we are still sending home Focus Boards for letters and sight 
words for you to build reading fluency with your child.  Here 
are a few things that we will be covering the 5th six weeks.  
We will be identifying the numbers 1-30 as well as counting 
objects and matching quantities with numerals 1-30.  Your 
child should also be able to count to 50 as well as count by 
5’s to 100, 10’s to 100 and 2’s to 20.  We are still 
concentrating on recognizing all letters and sounds a-z and 
practicing reading words with the letters that we have 
covered thus far this year as well as the blends (gl, fl, gr, br 
etc) that we covered this past six weeks.  The letters we will 
cover this next six weeks are Jj, Ww, Xx, Uu, Vv, Yy,  Qq.   
Congratulations to Mrs. Cowan on being awarded $850 Target 
Grant.  This money will go towards the cost of our Spring 
Field Trip.  Details and information to come in April. 
 
 
 
 
Second Grade Rules…. 
 

Wow, can you believe how much it has snowed this year!!  I know our students and teachers have really been excited to finally get some snow to play in!  Please 

remember to listen to the radio and tv news broadcasts for updates on any school schedule changes.   It is hard to believe we are already starting the 5th six weeks.  
Our 4th six weeks was extended until February 24th. 

 

Second grade had several students who presented their portraits of board members at the school board meeting in February.  They looked great.  JRP also hosted a 
special lunch for the board members. 
 

We celebrated the 100th day of school with individual classrooms doing their own individual activities.    Mrs. Webb’s class wrote about how they think they will 
look and feel when they are 100 years old.  They also did some pictures of some of the staff being 100 years old.  Take a look at them in the main hallway! We also 

celebrated Valentine’s Day with pizza and exchanging valentines. 

 
Mrs. Vaughn’s class is busy writing descriptions and learning about pronouns.  In science, they are studying the solar system, doing a special space project, learning 

about the heart, and dental health.  
 

Second grade has also been learning about important people in our history:  Martin Luther King, George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln.  Mrs. Vaughn’s class 

completed a special project for Presidents’ Day.  
 

The students are busy learning two digit subtraction in math.  This is one of the most important math skills we will be working on this year.  Please practice this skill 

with your child.  They will also be introduced to fractions, time and money soon! 
 

 We continue to have several tutoring sessions going on throughout the school - both in the mornings and after-school (before late buses leave).  Continue to stress 

the importance of reading to your child by reading with them on a daily basis.  We are reading up a storm in our AR to achieve our goals and points for the 5th 6 
weeks. The students really enjoy getting to eat lunch on the stage for an extra reward!   

  

Again, thanks for all you do make our school great!  We could not do all we do or help students reach their goals without all your help!!! 
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Library News…     
  
  In the library, we are enjoying the Volunteer State Awards Books Nominees on the new Promethean board. The students enjoy 
seeing the pictures and words displayed on the big screen. 
Our focus in the next few weeks is to finish reading the Volunteer State Awards Books Nominees and then for the students to vote 
for their favorite book.  The titles are: The Top Job, Martina the Beautiful Cockroach, The Orange Shoes, and The End.  
During the first week of March we will enjoy the book fair in the library. Come and join the great world of literature. 
 

 
 
 

 

In  Guidance….. 
 
The month of January for Guidance was interesting.  
We discussed the Character Counts word “Respect”.  
Students discussed what “Respect” is and how we can 
use it every day.  We talked about the “Golden Rule” 
and how we should treat others the way we want to be 
treated.  The issue of Respect will lead way into 
February with discussions on feelings, friendship, and 
getting along with others.  Second graders should be 
looking for a Citizenship project opportunity toward the 
end of the month dealing with kindness. 
 
Rachel James 
School Counselor 

During the 5
th

 six weeks we will work on the following in art: 
 
K ς texture: visual and real, texture on shapes, texture on forms, 
rhythm and movement. 
 
1 ς texture: visual, real, raised texture, pattern, changing 
pattern and rhythm. 
 
2 ς balance, balance in people, emphasis, contrast, and texture: 
tactile and visual. 
 
We still need flour and salt to make dough for sculptures. We 
Ǝƻǘ ƻƴŜ ōŀƎ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǳǊ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΧǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 
 
Cindy Bennett 
Art Teacher 

 

Physical Education 
  

Thanks to those students who collected for our Jump Rope for Heart Event.  Yes, even a few can make a difference!  All grade 
levels will be developing their throwing and catching as well as hitting a ball from a tee.  Second grade will get to have a ball 
pitched to them.  I am in the process of planning an end of the year fun day for out JRP students. This will likely take place 
sometime during the month of May.  I will need help with this event, so parents/guardians are welcome to help out.  More 

information will come as we get a little closer to the date.  It has been a great year in physical education class.  I have enjoyed 
working with your children! 
  
Mike Miller 

Physical Education Teacher 
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Computer Bytes… 
 
Kindergarten is working on blends, counting money and 
ThinkLink testing. Data from ThinkLink testing is used to 
determine growth rate since the beginning of school year. 
They are tested three times yearly.  
 
First grade is learning to tell time as well as learning about 
animals. They are working on calenders also. They are testing 
on ThinkLink as well.  
 
Second grade is working on two digit subtraction with 
regrouping as well as ThinkLink testing.  
 
We would like to invite you to stop by during parent teacher 
conferences and see our new computers in the lab. They are 
very nice. I would like to remind you  to visit our website at 
www.hck12.net/jrp. Visit your child’s classroom webpage for 
class information and schedules.  
 
Thank you, 
Jamie Hickman 

Tech. Lab Asst. 

Music Notes  

 
All students are finishing their unit on pitched percussion 
instruments.  We are playing xylophones (wooden bars), 
metallophones (metal bars), and glockenspiels (small metal 
bars).  Kindergarteners are playing high and low sounds and 
steady beat. First graders are playing two pitch melodies 
and simple rhythm patterns.  Second graders are playing 
three and five note melodies and more complicated rhythm 
patterns.  All students will be improvising sounds to 
accompany stories.  Also this six-weeks, kindergarten will 
be learning simple beat and rhythm patterns, first grade 
will be reading three pitch melodies, and second grade will 
be reading five pitch melodies and begin to learn about 
harmony.  All grades will study some instruments of the 
orchestra as well. 
 
Tonni Carrigan 
Music  Teacher 
 

http://www.hck12.net/jrp

