





August 10, 2009

Dear Parents/Caregivers,


I would like to welcome everyone back to another school year.  In addition to this letter, your child should be bringing home a lot of information today.  Your child should have received a handbook, a lunch application, and two other letters (in addition to this one) from me.  In addition, depending on your child’s grade, you might be receiving more information from the grade level teachers.  

Please read the handbook carefully as it contains all of the basic school policies.  I do want to point out one thing that tends to cause some confusion each year.  There is a form on pages 39 and 40 of the handbook that if filled out denies the school system the ability to release your child’s name for any reason.  Some people may want this.  If you do, fill this out.  However, if you do fill out this form and return it school, we will not be able to let your child’s name be posted in the honor roll in the newspaper, nor can his or her picture be in the school annual.  In addition, occasionally the newspaper will be at the school and your child could not appear in any picture that might appear in the paper.  Every year we will have some people who fill out this section and return it to school.  When I tell them what it means, everyone has always told me to destroy it.  I just wanted to clarify this point and let you be aware of it.

During the first week of each month, I will send out a newsletter.  At the bottom will be a calendar listing the events going on at school during the month.  Sometimes I will send out a second newsletter if something comes up that was not announced.  Be looking for our newsletters at the beginning of each month.

I want all of you to feel welcome at our school.  I have an open-door policy.  You do not need an appointment to talk with me at school, although it would be helpful if you would let me know when you are going to be here so I can set aside time for you.  I have a listed number in the phone book, and I do not mind being called at home if you have an important issue you wish to discuss with me.

We will be having three events at school during the month of August.  On Tuesday, August 18, the Boy Scouts will be in our cafeteria to sign-up boys interested in scouting.  They will actually meet with the boys earlier and give them the paperwork for parents to sign.

On Wednesday, August 19 at 9:00 AM, Primary Focus will be here.  Primary Focus is a group of young people that go across the country and put on a show devoted to character education.  There will be no charge and parents are welcome and encouraged to attend if your schedule allows.  We might be crowded, but we will find you a place to sit if you can be here. 

On Thursday, August 27, we will be having our annual Open House from 6:00-7:00 PM.  This is a chance for you to meet your child’s teacher, the principal, and look around the school.  This is not a time for an in-depth conference – they will be held in early October.  This is just a “get acquainted” session.

Our faculty is slightly different this year, and I apologize that some of the information in the Rogersville Review and on our website was incorrect.  I sent that information to the Review in June before I knew Ms. Begley was going to retire.  In fact, I did not know for sure that we would even get to replace Ms. Begley until last Tuesday.  Ms. Collins, who was scheduled to move to 4th grade and replace Ms. Nelms (who also retired), went back to 3rd grade and was given Ms. Begley’s class.  We hired Ms. Jamie Matthews last week.  She will teach 4th grade English.  I think you will like Ms. Matthews, and I encourage you to meet her during Open House or before.

Again, welcome to a new year.   I hope to meet all of you at some point during the year.  Feel free to contact me either by phone or e-mail if you have any questions or concerns.  











Respectfully,






Barry D. Bellamy

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, August 18 – Boy Scout registration (7:00 PM in the cafeteria)

Wednesday, August 19 – Primary Focus (9:00 AM – no charge and parents are invited)

Thursday, August 27 – Open House (6:00 – 7:00 – Meet in gym at 6:00)

