





November 30, 2009

Dear Parents/Caregivers,


Winter will be here before we know it.  With winter comes the possibility of bad weather and school cancellations or early dismissals.  I want to address a few issues with schedule changes, especially an early dismissal. 


Ms. Britton makes the call for any school schedule change.  It is not done at the school level.  When a schedule change is made, local media are notified.  It is also put on the school system’s website.  That is how we normally find out about a schedule change.  If you see it start snowing, turn on WRGS – AM 1370 and listen.  Another good place for information is both WCYB (channel 5) and WJHL (channel 11).  Both of these stations will broadcast schedule change information as soon as they know.  On the TV stations, they usually scroll this information at the bottom of the screen.  Your best source of information, however, is to go to the system’s website www.hck12.net.  If school is to be dismissed early, they will scroll this information across the screen.  This is usually how we find out if school is to be dismissed early.  If you call the school, we will certainly let you know if school is going to be dismissed early.  However, if you listen to your radio, watch the TV, or log-on to the website, you will probably know before we will if there is to be a schedule change.


Early dismissals are the most chaotic days we ever have at school.  You can help us out greatly if you will sit down with your child and let him or her know what they should do in the event of an early dismissal.  Please have a plan in place other than “call me if you hear school is getting out early”.  We will certainly allow any child to call home that needs to, but we do not have the phone lines to have nearly 400 students calling home.  In addition, we usually have short notice (an hour and a half if we lucky) that we will be leaving.  One day last year we dismissed at noon and we were notified only at 11:00.  We had an hour to get everybody fed and be sure everybody knew where he or she was going.  Fortunately, most students had a plan in place and things went well.  I cannot stress enough how important it is that you and your child discuss what he or she should do in the event school is dismissed early.  In addition, should there be a change in the bus your child might ride, be sure the driver knows about this.  


I want to discuss one more thing with you.  If school is called off at the last moment, I always come on in.  People are constantly calling in and asking if school is in session.  Again, I urge you to check your TV stations.  WCYB and WJHL are both great in running school closings across the bottom of the screen.  When I get here, I try to put up a sign in the parking lot and on the doors that school is closed.  There have been instances where parents have not known the school was closed and they have dropped off their children and left.  One year I was here until after 11:00 trying to reach someone to pick up a child that was dropped off.  If you ever pull into our parking lot and things look strange – not many cars, please be sure school has not been called off.  I am always out in the mornings unless I have a phone call or am needed in the office for some reason.  Be sure we are having school before you drive away.  As I said, I try to put up a sign in the parking lot if school is closed, but sometimes I cannot do this because I am busy answering the phone.


Winter will be here before we know it.  A little advance planning will make things go much more smoothly for your child and our school if you will have a plan in place in case of an early dismissal.  I thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.







Respectfully,







Barry D. Bellamy    

