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August 10, 2009

Dear Parents/Caregivers,


I wanted to let you know about our afternoon car rider pick-up and morning drop-off.  For those of you who have been here, little has changed.  For our new parents, please read this carefully.  


Our goal is to load our students in as safe a manner as possible.  We also want to do it as quickly and efficiently as possible.  First, I request that everyone identify their child with the child’s name in the windshield.  I recommend a round paper plate.  When you enter our parking lot in the afternoon (the lot across from Food City), hang to the left and line up double file.  Do not worry about this, as I will be out there for the first few weeks to help you line up.  We will have a teacher directing traffic when we start loading so please follow his directions.  I try to load between 10 and 14 cars at a time.  This will depend on how big the vehicles are and how many I can get in our “loading zone”.  When you reach the loading area, I request that you put your car in “park” or in “neutral” with your parking break on if you drive a car with a manual transmission.  Please do not motion for your child to come to your vehicle - I will announce when it is safe for the children to load.  I will not load until all cars in the loading zone have come to a complete stop.  Do not leave the loading zone until you get the signal from the teacher directing traffic to leave.  Be careful exiting our parking lot and watch for vehicles coming in.  Just reading this, it may seem complicated, but I can assure you our procedure is very safe and efficient.  At the beginning, we will be somewhat slow and it might be until 3:30 in the afternoon before our line is through.  Once we learn your vehicle, we will move much more quickly.  Usually within a few weeks our line is through by 3:15.    


I have four requests for you on afternoon pick-up.  First, if our line is out to Park Boulevard, I ask that you not get in line and block Park Boulevard.  Stop in at Food City and park for a few minutes.  In less than 5 minutes I guarantee you will be able to get in without any problems.  My second request is that you try to be here and pick up your child no later than 3:20.  I guarantee you that within a few weeks, you can arrive here between 3:15 and 3:20 and will be able to drive right through our line.  My third request is that you not get here too early.  I try to be outside and help you line up early in the year, but I am also still the principal of the school and need to be inside most of the time.  I request that you do not get here to line up until 2:30 - at the earliest.  I cannot be outside from 1:00 until 3:00 – and we have had people in the past get here at 1:00!  That is a long time to sit in the hot sun!  Finally, please do not pull into our lot, park, and walk over and ask for your child.  This is not fair to the people who have waited patiently in line.  If everyone did this we would have a chaotic and unsafe situation.  If you have an appointment or for some reason need your child early, then I encourage you to come to the office before school is out and sign-out your child.  You may also wait in the office until we dismiss school and pick him or her up there.

  
If you have children that go to both HES and JRP, and you pick them both up, I would encourage you to come to our school first.  As a rule our line moves more quickly than JRP’s.  You have another option if you wish.  Several students from JRP ride a bus here.  They then get together with their older sibling and load here.  We have a teacher that meets the bus and escorts the JRP students to their siblings that go here.  This will save you some time as you can pick up all of your children here at our school.


It has been a very wet summer with some severe storms.  In the event of a storm or even rain (other than a sprinkle), we will keep the students in the building.  This will slow things down a lot, but the safety of our students is our number one priority.  When cold weather gets here, if your child is sick, we will let him or her stay inside where it is warm.  Let us know about any health conditions your child has.


Our morning unloading procedure is very simple - you will come in straight and drop off your child.  On a rainy morning, I will open up the door at the awning and they can go through the school to the gym or cafeteria.  On normal days, they will unload and walk to our main entrance.  Do not use the parking lot in front of the school for dropping off car riders.  This is for buses only.  Mornings are usually fairly simple.  Please adhere to one rule.  Once your car comes to stop at the awning or beyond, go ahead and let your child out.  You do not need to wait until you get to the curve.  This will allow us to unload 4 or 5 cards at a time and we will not back up on Park Boulevard.


This is our loading and unloading policy.  I monitor the loading and unloading of students everyday.  If you have any questions, comments, or even suggestions on how to make our system better, please let me know.







Respectfully,







Barry D. Bellamy

