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Tennessee students will be become better at problem solving, working
collaboratively with peers, and investigating topics on a deeper level.
This approach to education is called STEM.

What is STEM Education?

STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics. It is an approach to education that prepares students to tackle
problems never before seen. STEM equips your child with the skills needed for college or the work-
place.

Why is STEM Education Important?

Technology is changing the shape of our world, making necessary the need for new jobs and new
skills. Education must keep pace with those changes in order to provide students with the skills
needed to thrive in the 21st century workforce. Your child will not only be competing regionally in
the job market, but against others all across the globe.

What does STEM Education provide that the four areas alone can not provide?

STEM classrooms offer a curriculum that is integrated, emphasizes questioning and inquiry, and
gives students frequent opportunities to apply engineering design and problem solving. STEM edu-
cation is a way to integrate science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in order to help stu-
dents become better problem solvers, which will carry over into other subject areas.

Does my child need STEM education if he/she is not going into a technology field of work ?

STEM education is important for all students because it builds critical thinking abilities and ad-
dresses how we view and experience the world around us. Our future workforce must be comfort-
able with ideas and abstractions, analysis and synthesis. STEM education provides the foundation
for these skills, and also helps build the flexibility to adapt quickly to frequent changes in the labor
market that are expected as global shifts in the economy become faster.

For more information about STEM education, contact Tara Harrell, Math Specialist at 272-7629
ext. 155, or by email, tara.harrell@hck12.net.

Rai sing the Bar Low-

The Tennessee Department of Education will soon be releasing its annual com-
prehensive report card on pre-K - 12 education including state, district and
school level information on achievement, demographics, discipline and educator
preparation.
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Connecting Home and School to
Educate and Graduate Each Student.

Ticket, please!

If you want to limit your
child’s TV time, try this
idea.
% Every week, give her seven
slips of paper. Each is good for an
hour of television. Remind her to
plan ahead. For example, if she
wants to watch a two-hour movie on
Saturday, she’ll need to save an extra
ticket during the week.
Chill Out!
Being less stressed can improve your
youngster’s memory and concentration—
and even keep him healthier. Explain how
you relax, perhaps by reading, walking, or
listening to music. Your child can experi-
ment with those ideas or come up with his
own, such as shooting baskets or drawing.
Thanksgiving craft
Let your youngster help prepare for
holiday entertaining by making potpourri
for your house. Have her paint
paper cups and fill them with small,
torn pieces of tissue paper. Then, she
can sprinkle them lightly with water
and add a dash of cinnamon or
pumpkin pie spice. She’ll feel proud
when guests admire her creations!
Worth quoting
“Gpoghcharagter, likeGog spypyis @ S

usually homemade.” Anonymous
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Hawkins County Schools has shown a consistent increase in test scores for the past five years. However, school systems across the state have been
warned by the Tennessee Department of Education that a decline may occur due to changes in scoring standards. The state is implementing new
curriculum and assessment standards more reflective of national and international student performance in the 21st Century. To meet these stan-

dards new expectations for student academic progress will be necessary.

The Tennessee Department of Education has implemented the Tennessee Diploma Project, part of the American Diploma Project, which imposes

higher standards for learning and graduation, as well as more rigorous assessment standards to determine which students are proficient or advanced
in each subject. Because of these changes, the State Department of Education expects an implementation dip in test scores. A system never likes to
see a decline in scores, but in this case it will not necessarily indicate that teachers haven’t done their jobs and students have not progressed. It will
be more a reflection of the changes in scoring standards.

When looking at the upcoming report card, systems will not be able to compare prior years data based to indicate growth in academic areas. The
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 data are free of the 1998 baseline and the NCE re-calculations are now stand alone in preparation for the new
2009 baseline.

The increased expectations for teachers and students is a positive move for our students’ future. Hawkins County Schools understands the dedica-
tion it will take, but expects to rise to the challenge.



Helping Your Child Become a Better Reader, Part 1 of 3
Stri ke Up a Conyv

Do you just sit down, pick up a book and begin reading to
your child? How about cranking that up a notch or two? How
about conversing with your child before reading and connect-
ing your child to the book about to be read? This can help
build relationships and higher level thinking skills for you and your child. What a
deal!

First, read the title, look at the cover, name the author and illustrator. Page
through and look at the pictures.

Then ask:
¢ What do you think this book will be about?

¢ Do you think the author wrote this to tell a story (narrative) or give
facts (expository)?

¢ What do you already know about the topic?
¢ Share your ideas also.

This makes reading an active process for the child, not by moving or jumping
around with the body, but by engaging the brain and getting connected to the read-
ing and you!

¥ Community Resources

Y I’ In addition to the Hawkins County Schools Family Resource Center,
. several community agencies are available to help families in a time of
need.

Utilities Assistance
Neighborhood Service Center 272-2830
Energy assistance for individuals who meet low-income requirements.

Utility bill help

Medical Care
eRural Health Services Consortium, Pediatric Services 272-5600
4966 Hwy 11W, Rogersville
Monday—Thursday 7:15am to 8pm
Friday 7:15am—5pm
Saturday 8:00am—2:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm—6:00pm
eHawkins County Health Department, Church Hill 357-5341
274 Silver Lake Road, Church Hill
Physician Services five days per week
oOf One Accord Ministries Free Medical Clinic, Church Hill 256-2408
Church Hill Shopping Center (next to Pal’s)
Tuesday and Thursdays 5:30 to 8:00pm, 2nd and 4th week of each month

Mental Health Services 272-9239 in Rogersville /  224-1000 in Kingsport

Frontier Health provides therapy, counseling, outpatient alcohol and drug rehabilitation, as
well as 24-hour crisis intervention. Services are available for private insurance, TennCare,
CoverKids, and the uninsured.

November 16-20, 2009
is Parent Involvement Week

in Tennessee!

Being involved in your child’s education is one of
the best ways to ensure success for him/her. Par-
ents whose kids do well in school support them by:
v  Having a regular, daily routine, which
would ideally include:

* A time and place to study

* Household chores and responsibilities

* Getting to bed on time and getting a

good night’s sleep
* Family dinners.

v Keeping tabs on kids’ after-school activi-
ties and making sure they are supervised.

v Showing your kids you value learning,
self-discipline, and hard work.

v Setting realistic, but high goals and stan-
dards for your child.

v Encouraging progress in school by show-
ing interest in your child’s schoolwork, help-
ing with homework, and staying in touch with
teachers

¥  Guiding TV viewing, reading aloud, tak-
ing trips, having books around the house and
doing other activities to stimulate your child’s
mind.

v Going to the school regularly, so your
child will view home and school as being
connected, and will view school as an impor-
tant part of the family’s life.

During this week, your child’s school may
provide extra opportunities for you to be in-
volved.

CoverKids will stop accepting new enroll-
ment applications after November 30, 2009,
as the program for uninsured children is ex-
pected to reach its budgeted capacity.

CoverKids provides comprehensive health
and dental coverage to children in families
who do not qualify for Medicaid, but cannot
afford private health insurance.

Tennessee families earning less than 250 per-
cent of the federal poverty level, which is
$55,125 per year for a family of four, qualify
for CoverKids and pay no monthly premium
for the plan. Income-based co-pays are re-
quired for most services, though preventive
care, including well-child visits, teeth clean-
ings, and vision screenings are fully covered.

For more information about CoverKids, visit
www.CoverTN.gov or call 1-866-COVERTN.



http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild/topics/sleep.htm
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/publications/N3407A.pdf
http://www.nea.org/parents/homework.html
http://www.parenting-ed.org/handout3/Parental%20Involvement/Communicating%20with%20Teacher%20Handout.pdf
http://www.parenting-ed.org/handout3/Parental%20Involvement/Communicating%20with%20Teacher%20Handout.pdf
http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild/topics/managetv.htm
http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild/topics/reading.htm

PARENT POWER Be a Positive Voice for Your Child

Remember, teachers, principals and others who work for the school are there to help you. Be a voice for your child. That
is your right. Also, work with the school to make sure your child's needs are being met. Becoming a voice for your child
makes you an advocate.

As a parent, you are the advocate who speaks out for your child and the one who supports your child, not just financially

but also emotionally, socially and academically.

Who knows your child better than you do? The teacher may know many things about your son or daughter, but the things that happen at home or
have happened in your child's life, only you know. You can voice your concerns and your dreams for your child. You are the adult best able to help
your child succeed. By so doing, you become your child's strongest supporter.

Under federal law, you have certain rights related to information that the school has about your child. Under the Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act (FERPA), the school must notify parents each year that they are allowed to see their children's education records; they can seek to change
inaccurate information in the records; and they must provide consent for the school to disclose personally identifiable information from their chil-
dren's education records, except under certain circumstances.

If a Problem Comes Up

If your child is having some problems with schoolwork, talk to him or her about the problem. Talk to the teacher, too. Meet with the teacher at a time
that is convenient for you, the teacher and the school principal or vice principal. You may want to write a note, send an e-mail, telephone or visit the
school in person to make an appointment. When you contact the school, explain to the staff person that you want to make an appointment to see the
teacher, and thank the person for his or her help.

Be prepared for the meeting. Write down your notes and questions ahead of time. Discuss with the teacher what he or she can do to help. Ask how
you may assist in helping your child. Remember to ask the teacher where you might get additional resources. Take careful notes. After the meeting,
be sure to explain to your child what he or she may need to do to improve the situation or take advantage of help that is available. Check with the
teacher in a few days to see if the situation has changed.

Here are some questions to consider when trying to solve a problem with your child.

Help for You

® Have you attended parent-teacher conferences at school?

®  What is the best time to go to the school?

®  What is the best way to approach a particular teacher or principal?

Help for an Academic Problem

® [s your child doing his or her homework?

® [fyour child needs additional help, what do you
want the teacher to do?

®  Does the school have a tutoring program?

® Do you suspect that your child may have a disability?

® [fso, have you requested that your child be evaluated?

Help for a Social Problem

®  What seems to be wrong with your child?

® [s your child disruptive in class?

®  Has a situation come up at home or at school
that is a problem for your child?

® [s the teacher aware of the problem or situation?
® [s the teacher aware of the needs of your child?
® [s your child afraid to go to school?

® s your child being treated fairly?

°

Does your child need to change his or her seat?

Taken from US Department of Education: MY CHILD'S ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Adults, and especially parents, should be reminded that Taking a Closer Look, September 2007

they teach their kids healthy behavior by their own good

example."

0 First Lady Laura Bush
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Attendance Awareness : Hawkins County Schools will accept parent notes

equal to 5 days or 35 hours per semester when turned in during the first five
days after an absence . Parent notes above that amount will be an unexcused
absence. Five unexcused absences will result in a referral to the Truancy

progress report from Review Board. If you are unsure of the amount of parent notes your child has

your chil on file, feel free to call the school office. Questions about attendance? Call

Steve Starnes, Sugervisor, at 272 -7629 ext. 112.
COMMUNITY RESOURCES || CHILD FIND

Local school systems provide
services for special needs children
and young adults, ages 3 years to 21

29 30

Midsix weekd.ook for

31

Relative Caregiver

Support Group

Hawkins County Schools Family Resource

If you are raising a grandchild or Center provides free services to families.

other family member, you are invited
to join the Relative Caregiver
Support Group. This group meets
monthly as a way to network with
others who are experiencing the
unique situation of raising grandchil-
dren or other related children.

Services offered:
®  Respite and recreation opportunities
®  Support groups

®  Activity/Support groups for children
and teens

®  Educational workshops for children,
teens, parents, and relative caregiv-
ers

®  Emergency financial and/or start-up
assistance for eligible families

For more information, please call
Shannon Mason at 1-866-321-9111.

Services include:
e Parenting Classes
e [ending Library of parenting
resources, videos, books, children’s
material

e Food Pantry
e Referrals to Community Agencies

For more information, please call 921-9621.

years, who reside within the
system’s district. If you have or
know children who are currently not being served, please
contact the Hawkins County Special Education
Department at 272-2168.

Early Childhood Learning
Program - PreK

Hawkins County Schools currently has four PreK
classes. These programs are offered at
Mooresburg Elementary, Mt. Carmel Elementary,
and at the Colonial Road location in Rogersville.

The mission of the Early Childhood Learning
Center is to provide four-year-old children of
Hawkins County with essential skills for success
in kindergarten and beyond.

For more information, please call Kim Cassidy at
(423) 272-3628.

Adult Education

The Adult Education Department of Hawkins County
Schools offers free services to adults including GED
classes and test preparation. Day and evening classes are
available. The Adult Ed Office is located behind
Rogersville Middle school. For more information, please
call 423-272-8345.

Hawkins County Schools
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Educate and Graduate Each Student

200 N. Depot Street
Rogersville, TN. 37857

423-272-7629
www.hck12.net



