Important Dates for May:

May 1
Kindergarten Registration

May 10
Mother’s Day

May 19
No School for Students
Inservice for Teachers

May 20
Last day of school
Abbreviated Day

May 23
High School Graduation

Warmer
weather, longer =
days ....Spring C

fever!

This time of year makes
children jump for joy and
long for that soon coming
summer break. Parents,

remember that attendance is

just as important now as it
has always been.

Keep that Spring Fever

under control by sticking to

a routine, even if it means
the routine is altered from
the winter months. Allow
the extra time to enjoy the
outdoors, but insist that
homework be complete be-
fore the sun goes down to
ensure a decent bedtime.

Hawkins County Schools
Family Resource Center

Located behind RMS at
954 E. McKinney Avenue
Rogersville, TN 37857

Monday-Friday 8 to 4 pm
(423) - 921-9621
cinnamona@hck12.net
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Resources

The Family Rescurce Center |

It’s never too late for education....

The Adult Education Department of Hawkins County Schools offers
services to adults including:

CHILD FIND

Local school systems
provide services for special
needs children and young
adults, ages 3 years to 21
years, who reside within the
system’s district. If you
have or know children who
are currently not being
served, please contact the
Hawkins County Special
Education Department

at 272-2168.

1. GED Classes: 3. English As a Second

Prepare to pass your GED Language.

Day and evening classes.
4. Literacy: Improve your

Reading Skills.

For more information, please call
the Adult Education Department
272-8345. Classes are now being
offered in Rogersville, Church Hill,
and Bulls Gap.

2. Computer Classes:
Level 1 (Intro to Computers)
Level 2 (Microsoft Word)
10 sessions; $65
Level 3 (Excel)
Level 4 (Intro to Internet):
10 sessions; $65

Relative Caregiver Program: Are You Raising a Relative’s Child?
You Are Not Alone. Join the Relative Caregiver Support Group.

The group meets once a month to discuss

1 parenting issues, school issues, mental health issues, and S
more O ~

y '

In addition to support, the group offers 88

1 respite and recreational opportunities
1 emergency financial and/or start-up assistance for eligible families

The Relative Caregiver Program is a free service funded through a grant with the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Children’s Services and provided by Foothills Care, Inc.

GRADUATION: Start Early Preparing Your Child

High School Graduation may seem like a lifetime away for your child, but now is
the time to start paving the way to put your child on the path to graduation. A
010 high school diploma is the most powerful tool your child can possess to have con-
l trol over his/her own destiny. Educational attainment is directly tied to future
earnings.

Gone are the days when a high school dropout could earn a decent living. Today’s employers are
requiring more education than in years past. By 2010, 2/3 of new jobs will require some post-
secondary education. In addition, many of the fastest growing jobs require knowledge and skills
comparable to those expected of the first-year college student.

Habits and values are set during the elementary school years and continue throughout middle and
high school. Some ways parents can help at every level:

1 Make attendance a priority: Let your child know that he/she must be present to learn.
Keep your child home if there is a true illness, but otherwise expect your child to be there.
Schedule routine appointments for after school hours and during days that school is not in
session.

1 Talk about your child’s day: Showing an interest in your child’s schoolwork will show
that you value education.

1 Talk about the importance of graduation. Even in elementary school, talk about “when”
he/she graduates, not “if” he/she graduates.. In the later years, talk about how graduation
will impact their future, talk about future goals, and explore potential careers.
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Making a Positive Difference in Hawkins County Schools

Hawkins County currently has a
District Leadership Team (DLT)
who meets monthly to evaluate the
implementation of SWPBS at the
district level. The team is made up
Supervisors, the Director of
Schools, the SWPBS District Co-
ordinator, a liaison from EdExcel-
lence, and the Director of Schools
Partnerships from The Niswonger
Foundation. All seventeen schools
in Hawkins County have a team in
place for the Primary Preventions
piece of SWPBS; six of our county
schools have also added Secondary
Interventions to their system.
These teams are made up of teach-
ers, assistants, administration, par-
ents, community members, and
students. Teams meet monthly
with the District Coordinator who
then reports their status to the
DLT.

One of the ways that we reach
academic gains is that students are
spending less time in the office and
more time in the classroom.
Teachers can teach and students
can learn. This process yields de-
creases in office discipline refer-
rals. These vary from school to
school but can be dramatic even in
Year 1. This is one of the first
things schools see as they imple-

ment the process.

When determining class time re-
gained for an individual school we
use a cost benefit analysis. On
average students loose 45 minutes

of academic time per office referral

and the administrator looses an
average of 15 minutes. We can

take the previous year’s number of

Office Discipline Referrals
(ODRs) and compare it to the cur-
rent year to get the time regained.

Cherokee High School is in their
third year of implementation.
When we compare the data from
2007-2008 to the 2008-2009
school year (August — February)
they have REGAINED 30 DAYS
of students academic time in just 5
months!!!!

This is only oneschool of the
many in Hawkins County who are
seeing the benefits of School-wide
Positive Behavior Support.

Hawkins County SWPBS

Making a Positive Difference

Safe and Drug Free Schools—We Need Your Input

Hawkins County Schools is in the process of submitting our application for the Title IV Part A
Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Program. The purpose of the Safe and Drug
Free Schools is to support programs to prevent violence in and around schools, prevent the ille-
gal use of alcohol, drugs and tobacco by young people and foster a safe learning environment,

free from the dangers and distractions of violence, drug use and lack of discipline in order to
ensure that all children achieve their full potential.

We need your input on how best to utilize funds in your child’s school. What are your concerns about drug, alcohol,
and tobacco use? Is bullying behavior, harassment, violence and lack of discipline an area of concern? Do you feel

your child is safe at school and your child’s school is prepared for emergencies? How would you like to see Safe and
Drug Free Schools Funds used? We value your comments. Please call Becky Little, RN, Safe and Drug Free Schools
Coordinator at 272-9382 ext 111 for suggestions, comments, and concerns.
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Keeping Kids Off the Summer Slide

Something is waiting for many children this
summer, and their parents don’t even know it’s
out there. It's called the "summer slide," and it
describes what happens when young minds sit
idle for three months.

As parents approach the summer break, many are thinking about the
family vacation, trips to the pool, how to keep children engaged in
activities at home, the abrupt changes to everyone's schedule—and
how to juggle it all. What they might not be focusing on is how much
educational ground their children could lose during the three-month
break from school, particularly when it comes to reading. Reading Is
Fundamental (RIF), the nation's oldest and largest children's literacy
organization, believes there is no better time than this summer to
begin helping our children bridge the gap in learning between the end
of one school year and the beginning of the next one. "Motivating
children to read throughout the year is essential to building lifelong
readers," says Carol H. Rasco, president and CEO of RIF. "And read-
ing is the doorway to all other learning."

Experts agree that children who read during the summer gain reading
skills, while those who do not often slide backward. According to the
authors of a November 2002 report from Johns Hopkins Center for
Summer Learning: "A conservative estimate of lost instructional time
is approximately two months or roughly 22 percent of the school
year.... It's common for teachers to spend at least a month re-teaching
material that students have forgotten over the summer. That month of
re-teaching eliminates a month that could have been spent on teach-
ing new information and skills."

Summer slide affects millions of children each year in this country—
but it doesn't have to. To help prevent children from losing ground to
summer slide, RIF has compiled a variety of activities that parents,
caregivers, and members of community organizations can use to keep
learning fun throughout the summer break.

RIF offers these tips:
il

Visit the library. If you child doesn’t have a library card, sum-
mer is a great time to sign up.

Talk it Up. Talking with your kids about what you have read
also lets them know that reading is important part of your life.

Help kids find time to read. Summer camps, music lesions,
baseball games, and videos are all fun things kids like to do dur-
ing the summer. By the end of the day, children may be too
tired to pick up a book. When planning summer activities with
children, remember to leave some time in their schedules for
reading.

Relax the rules for summer. During the school year, children
often have required reading for classes. Summer is a time when
children can read what, when, and how they please. Don’t set
daily minute requirements or determine the number of pages
they should read. Instead, make sure they pick up books for fun
and help find ways for them to choose to read on their own. You
may even want to make bedtime a little bit later if you find your
child can’t put down a book.

For more tips, go to www.rif.org/parents
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| Be Lreative
| @ Your Library

The Summer Reading Program for 2009 is titled, Be
Creative (@ Your Library. Libraries will have activi-
ties for children and teens throughout the summer.
Call your local branch for more information.

| Church Hill Branch

| 412 East Main Blvd.

I Church Hill, TN 37642

| (423) 357-4591

I Monday 9:30AM to 7:30PM
T,W,Th,F 9:30AM to 5:30PM

I Saturday 10:00AM to 2:00PM

Please call for program details

Summer Hours:

|

| Mt. Carmel Branch
100 1/2 Main Street

| Mt carmel, TN. 37645

| (423)357-4011

Summer Reading Program:
Registration June 1-5

June 9th, 16th, 23rd

July 14th, 21st, 28th

Time TBD: Grouped by age

I Summer Hours: Preschool thru age 6

I Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Age 7—12/
12:00 to 8:00PM Teens Monday nights
I Wednesday, Friday
I 10:00AM to 4:00PM
o000

Surgoinsville Branch .
Summer Reading Program:

120 Old Stage Road i
| Surgoinsville, TN. 37873 Mondays beginning June 1
345-4805 thru June 29

1:30PM to 2:30PM
Preregister at the Library
Ages 3 years to 2nd grade

| Rogersville Branch

I HB Stamps Memorial Library
407 East Main Street

I Rogersville, TN 37857-3315

| (423)272-8710

Summer Hours:
Monday, Friday
9:30AM- 5:00PM
I Wednesday
9:30AM to 3:00PM
I Tuesday, Thursday
9:30AM to 8:00PM
Saturday
9:00AM to 3:00PM

e —— |

Summer Hours:

Monday 1:00PM to 6:00PM
Tuesday 2:00PM to 6:00PM
Wednesday 1:00PM to 5:00PM
Thursday  2:00PM to 6:00PM
Friday 1:00PM to 5:00PM

Summer Reading Program:
Kickoff party on the lawn
June 12th, 10:00 am - noon
Fridays, 10:00 - noon

thru July 24th

(excluding July 3rd)


http://www.summerlearning.org/
http://www.summerlearning.org/

