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School volunteers 

Working parents can find 

many opportunities to 

volunteer at school. Ask 

your child’s teacher how you can 

help after hours. You might place 

school T-shirt orders or set up a book 

fair or math night. If you are bilin-

gual, perhaps you could pass along 

telephone messages to non-English-

speaking families.  

 

Superstar listener 

Help your youngster become a better 

listener—and share some memories 

at the same time. Ask her to tell you a 

happy memory from the past year. As 

she speaks, listen closely, and then 

respond to what she said. After she’ 

finished, ask her how she knew you 

were listening. Finally, have her lis-

ten while you share a memory. 

 

Language cleanup 

Your child may experiment with 

curse words to get a reaction from 

you. Staying calm might nip it in the 

bud. The first time he does it, say 

something like, “We don’t use that 

word.” If it continues, let him know 

what the consequence will be for bad 

words, such as lost privileges or a 

time-out.  

 

Worth quoting 

“Hold on to a true friend with both 

your hands.”           Nigerian proverb 
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Short 
Notes 

                   TCAP WRITING ASSESSMENT COMING UP! 

Students in grades 5, 8, and 11 will be taking the TCAP Writing Assessment on Febru-

ary 2, 2010.  The Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) Writing As-

sessment requires students to write a rough draft essay in response to an assigned 

prompt (topic) within a limited time period. Fifth-grade students are asked to write a 

narrative essay (a story), eighth-grade students an expository essay (an explanation), and 

eleventh-grade students a persuasive essay (an argument). The writing samples are 

scored holistically.  Below are some Frequently Asked Questions.  More information 

can be found at http://www.state.tn.us/education/assessment/writing.shtml 
 

 

What are the requirements of the essay? 

 The writing assessment is an essay completed within a designated time period. The 

student writes a rough draft essay because time constraints do not allow for revision. 

Students are expected to respond to the prompt in an organized, developed format us-

ing standard language, but the response is not expected to be a final polished essay. 
 

What is a prompt? 

 A prompt defines the topic for the student's writing. Prompts have two basic parts: the 

writing topic and the directions for writing. 
 

How long is the Writing Assessment? 

 Fifth, eighth, and eleventh grade students have thirty-five minutes to respond to the 

prompt. 
 

How is the Writing Assessment scored? 

 The Writing Assessment is scored holistically. Holistic scoring goes beyond mechani-

cal correctness to focus on the overall impact of the writing. It measures the effective-

ness of the communication. Trained readers evaluate the student's essay using the crite-

ria of the scoring rubric and anchor papers. Readers are trained not to focus on any one 

aspect of the writing, but to look at the entire essay. Neatness and handwriting are not 

considered in the scoring process. 
 

What is a scoring rubric? 

 A scoring rubric is a set of scoring criteria used to measure performance levels. Each 

score is defined by descriptors or characteristics. The TCAP Writing Assessment Scor-

ing Rubric uses a six-point holistic scale. 
 

Does each grade have its own scoring rubric? 

 No. The rubric is the same for all three grades (5, 8, and 11). 
 

How can a fair assessment be provided using the same scoring criteria for a fifth 

grader as for an eleventh grader? 

 The scoring rubric defines six broad categories that may be applied to any writing as-

signment. It can be used with any range of skills or grade level of students. 
 

     Previous Prompt Examples:  

 

5th Grade  Writing Situation: Pretend that you woke-up as a superhero.   

Directions for Writing:  Before you begin writing, think about how different your day would be.   

Where would you go?  How would you act?  Would you change anything?  Now write a make-believe story about your adventures as a superhero. 
 

8th Grade Writing Situation:  Some students make time capsules to let people who will live in the future know a little about how we live.  A few items that 

represent our culture are selected to be placed in a closed container.  This container is buried underneath the ground to be dug up by individuals in the future. 

Directions for Writing: Before you begin to write, imagine that you are preparing a time capsule.  Decide what items you would enclose that would best repre-

sent our society. 

Now write an essay that explains why you selected these items to be buried.  Support your choices with details that tell what future people would learn about us 

from these items. 

http://www.state.tn.us/education/assessment/writing_scoring.shtml


Look closely 

Build your child’s 

observation skills and 

encourage her to no-

tice details with these 

activities:  

 

■■Give everyone paper and a pencil. Set a 

timer for three minutes, and write down 

what you see from where you’re sitting. 

(Hint: Choose things that others may not 

notice.) When time’s up, read your lists 

out loud and cross off duplicates. The 

person with the most items remaining 

wins.  

 

■■Place checkers in random spots on half 

of a checkerboard. Let your youngster 

look at the board for 10 seconds. Then, 

cover that side with a towel. Can she put 

her checkers in matching spots on the op-

posite side? 

 

■■When your child is in the car, how ob-

servant is she? Before you go out, ask her 

to list 10 businesses she might see (bank, 

restaurant, car dealership). As she finds 

each one, she can mark it off her list.♥ 
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Helping Your Child Become a Better Reader, Part 3 of 3 

SIMPLE STRATEGIES FOR CREATING STRONG READERS 

Without doubt, reading with children spells success for early 

literacy. Putting a few simple strategies into action will make a 

significant difference in helping children develop into good 

readers and writers. Through reading aloud, providing print 

materials, and promoting positive attitudes about reading and 

writing, you can have a powerful impact on children’s literacy 

and learning.  

✪ Invite a child to read with you every day. 

✪ When reading a book where the print is large, point word by word as you 

read. This will help the child learn that reading goes from left to right and 

understand that the word he or she says is the word he or she sees. 

✪ Read a child's favorite book over and over again. 

✪ Read many stories with rhyming words and lines that repeat. Invite the child 

to join in on these parts. Point, word by word, as he or she reads along with you. 

✪ Discuss new words. For example, "This big house is called a palace. Who do 

you think lives in a palace?” 

✪ Stop and ask about the pictures and about what is happening in the story. 

✪ Read from a variety of children's books, including fairy tales, song books, 

poems, and information books. 

Reading well is at the heart of all learning. Children who can't read well, can't 

learn.  Help make a difference for a child. 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Intergovernmental and Interagency Affairs, Educational 

Partnerships and Family Involvement Unit, Reading Tips for Parents, Washington, D.C., 2003 

http://www.ed.gov/parents/read/resources/readingtips/readingtips.pdf 

A Healthy New Year 

 

When children eat right and get enough 

sleep, they can stay alert in class and learn 

more. Help your youngster start the year off 

right with these healthy habits: 

●●As part of a balanced diet, your child should have five to nine 

servings of fruits and vegetables each day. She will be more likely to 

eat ones that she chooses. Ask, “Which fruit would you like for 

breakfast?” or “What vegetable should I make for dinner?” Tip: Keep 

a fruit bowl on the table and cut-up vegetables in the refrigerator for 

snacks.  

●●Be sure your youngster sleeps 10 to 11 hours per night. You can 

help her wind down at bedtime with quiet activities like reading or 

coloring. Remind her to use the bathroom and get a drink of water 

before she lies down so she’ll have no reason to get back up.♥ 
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Please remember to
 update your 

contact in
formation at th

e school if 

it h
as changed. 

Be aware of weather    
  

related school changes by 

checking the website
 at 

www.hck12.net or lo
cal 

radio and televisio
n      

stations. 



PARENT POWER: Evaluate Your Involvement 

 

Are you involved in the education of your children? Read the items listed below and check 

those that apply to you. If you can check at least 25 of these items, you are probably an 

involved family; 24-20, moderately involved; 19 or fewer, not involved enough. 

    I let my children know daily that I love  

      and respect them. 

    I read to my children. 

    I talk to my children’s teachers. 

    I attend parent-teacher conferences. 

    I attend school board meetings. 

    I visit my children’s classroom. 

    I check my children’s homework. 

    I know what my children are studying. 

    I attend school activities in which my 

      children are involved. 

    I take my children to the library or 

      museum. 

    I give my children a quiet place to 

      study and uninterrupted study time 

      each day. 

    I encourage the interests and hobbies 

      of my children. 

    I allow my children to teach me 

      things they learn. 

    I arrange for my children to display 

      and demonstrate things they have 

      learned. 

    I encourage my children to write 

      (notes, diary, forms). 

    I give my children a chance to read to 

      family members. 

     I discuss with my children what we 

      watch on television. 

    I talk about why some movies are 

      better than others. 

    I make sure my children are offered 

      well- balanced meals. 

    I discuss house rules with my 

      children. 

     I teach basic safety rules to my 

       children. 

    I praise good efforts of my children. 

    I hug my children. 

    I help my children accept 

      responsibility in the home and teach 

      why this is important. 

    I meet my children’s friends. 

    I am not afraid to discipline my 

      children when it is necessary, but I 

      temper it with love. 

    I check to see if an adult is home 

      when my children are invited to 

      parties. 

    I set definite, reasonable curfews. 

     I encourage my children to prepare 

      meals, read recipes, and measure 

      ingredients. 

     I give my children freedom to make 

      decisions that are age- appropriate. 

    I teach my children to respect and 

      accept others, no matter what their 

      culture or race. 

“Families and Education,” Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1993 

Make a New Years Resolution to stay involved in your child’s education.  Having someone at 

home who cares about education is the most important factor in a student’s school success! 
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Educate and Graduate Each Student 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Happy New 

Year 

2 

 

3 4 

Staff Development Day 

No School for Students 

5 

Classes resume 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 

Report Cards go 

Home 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 

No School 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Holiday 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 

                       

                31 

25 26 

 

100th Day of School 

27 28 29 30 
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CHILD FIND 

Local school systems provide 

services for special needs children 

and young adults, ages 3 years to 21 

years, who reside within the 

system’s district.  If you have or know children who are 

currently not being served, please contact the Hawkins 

County Special Education Department at 272-2168. 

Adult Education 

The Adult Education Department of Hawkins County 

Schools offers free services to adults including GED 

classes and test preparation.  Day and evening classes are 

available.  The Adult Ed Office is located behind 

Rogersville Middle school.  For more information, please 

call 423-272-8345. 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

Hawkins County Schools Family Resource 

Center provides free services to families.  

Services include: 

 Parenting Classes 

 Lending Library of parenting 

resources, videos, books, children’s 

material 

 Food Pantry 

 Referrals to Community Agencies 
 

For more information, please call 921-9621. 

Relative  Caregiver  

Support Group 

If you are raising a grandchild or 

other family member, you are invited 

to join the Relative Caregiver      

Support Group.  This group meets 

monthly as a way to network with 

others who are experiencing the 

unique situation of raising grandchil-

dren or other related children.   

Services offered: 

 Respite and recreation opportunities 

 Support groups 

 Activity/Support groups for children 

and teens 

 Educational workshops for children, 

teens, parents, and relative caregiv-

ers 

 Emergency financial and/or start-up 

assistance for eligible families 

For more information, please call 

Shannon Mason at 1-866-321-9111. 

Early Childhood  

Learning Program  -   PreK 
Hawkins County Schools currently has four PreK 

classes.  These programs are offered at 

Mooresburg Elementary, Mt. Carmel Elementary, 

and at the Colonial Road location in Rogersville. 

The mission of the Early Childhood Learning 

Center is to provide four-year-old children of 

Hawkins County with essential skills for success 

in kindergarten and beyond. 

For more information, please call Kim Cassidy at 

(423) 272-3628. 

Hawkins County  Schools 


